AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 26, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 834

Introduced by Assembly Member Salas

February 26, 2015

An act to—amend—Seetion—82015—of add Section 89002 to the
Government Code, relating to the Political Reform Act of 1974.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 834, as amended, Salas. Politicad Reform Act of 1974:
eontributions advertisements.

Existing law, the Political Reform Act of 1974, provides for the
comprehensive regulation of campaign conduct, including requiring
certain disclosures in advertisements made for campaign purposes.
Existing law also prohibits an incumbent from sending a newsl etter or
other mass mailing at public expense.

Thisbill would define a “ public advertisement” as an advertisement
that is paid for from the funds of a state or local public entity. This bill
would prohibit a person or entity from disseminating, broadcasting, or
otherwise publishing a public advertisement, as defined, within 90 days
of an election if the advertisement features, as defined, a candidate who
will appear on the ballot at that election.

Existing law makes a willful violation of the Political Reform Act of
1974 a misdemeanor and subject offendersto criminal penalties.

The bill would impose a state-mandated local program by creating
additional crimes.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
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Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for a specified reason.

The Political ReformAct of 1974, an initiative measure, providesthat
the Legislature may amend the act to further the act’s purposes upon
a 7, vote of each house and compliance with specified procedural
requirements.

This bill would declare that it furthers the purposes of the act.

- . ) . . . . . .
Vote: majetity-%5. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: fo-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 89002 is added to the Government Code,
2 toread:
3 89002. (a) For purposes of this section, the following terms
4 have the following meanings:
5 (1) “Publicadvertisement” meansan advertisement, including
6 a broadcast, billboard, or newspaper advertisement, that is paid
7 for fromthe funds of a state or local public entity.
8 (2) “Featuring a candidate” means containing the voice or
9 image of, or a statement attributable to, a candidate.
10 (b) A person or entity shall not disseminate, broadcast, or
11 otherwise publish a public advertisement featuring a candidate
12 for elective office within 90 days before the date of the election at
13 which the candidate will appear on the ballot.
14 SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
15 Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
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the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIII B of the California
Constitution.

SEC. 3. Thelegidaturefindsand declaresthat thishill furthers
the purposes of the Political Reform Act of 1974 within the meaning
of subdivision (a) of Section 81012 of the Government Code.
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